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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1. 



A method for/ adding a network station client to an 



/ongoing conference call J said method comprising: 

extending a persistent invitation to a first network station 
client to join a conference call in response to a 
determination that the first network station client is 
unavailable to accept a non-persistent invitation to join 
the conference call; and 

adding the firstt network station client to the conference call 
when the fcirst network station client accepts the 
persistent invitation to join the conference call. 

2. The methJbd of Claim 1, wherein said extending a 
persistent invitatirfn to a first network station client to join a 
conference call in response to a determination that the first network 
station client is unavailable to accept a non-persistent invitation 
to join the conference call further includes: 

directing a ttoken generator to issue the persistent invitation 
to the/ first network station client in response to user 
input /to a second network station client. 

3. The method of Claim 1, wherein said extending a 
persistent invitation to a first network station client to join a 
conference call ih response to a determination that the first network 
station client is/ unavailable to accept a non-persistent invitation 
to join the conference call further includes: 

receiving k message that the first network station client is 
busy/. 



4. The /method of Claim 1, wherein said extending a 
persistent invittation to a first network station client to join a 
conference call/ in response to a determination that the first network 
station client lis unavailable to accept a non-persistent invitation 
to join the confference call further includes: 

determining that the first network station client is not 

ponding to the non-persistent invitation to join the 
conference call within a specified time period. 



5 . Th£ 
persistent inv 



method of Claim 1, wherein said extending a 
tation to a first network station client to join a 
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3 conference call in response to a determination that the first network 

4 station client is unavailable to accept a non-persistent invitation 

5 to join the conference/ call further includes: 

6 sending to the flirst network station client a token having at 

7 least one/ field selected from the group comprising a 

8 token ID /field, a conference ID field, a password field, 

9 an expiration time field, and a conference call 
10 participant information field . 
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6. The method of Claim 5, wherein said sending to the first 

network station client a token having at least one field selected 
from the group comnrising a token ID field, a conference ID field, a 
password field, an /expiration time field, and a conference call 
participant information field further includes: 

sending to tJhe first network station client a' reference used to 
retrieve state data where ' such state data functions as at 
least/ one field selected from the group comprising a 
token] ID field, a conference ID field, a password field, 
an expiration time field, and a conference call 
participant information fields 



7 . 



network station 
station client a< 
conference call 
detecting 



The nethod of Claim 1, wherein said adding the first 



8 . The 
wi thdr awiijig 
con 



lient to the conference call when the first network 
cepts the persistent invitation to join the 
further includes : 

that the first network station client has returned a 
token to a token processor in indication that the first 
network station client has accepted the persistent 
tation to join the conference call. 



9 . The 
persistent invi 
includes : 

notifying 
cal 



method of Claim 1, further comprising; 

the persistent invitation upon termination of the 
erence call. 



method of Claim 8, wherein said withdrawing the 
nation upon termination of the conference call further 



the first network station client that the conference 
has been terminated. 
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1 10. The method of Claim 9, wherein said notifying the first 

2 network station client that the conference call has been terminated 

3 further includes: 

4 a multipoint! controller notifying the first network station 

5 client that the conference call has been terminated. 
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11. A system /for adding a network station client to an 
ongoing conference call, said system comprising: 

means for extending a persistent invitation to a first network 
station/ client to join a conference call in response to a 
determination that the first network station client is 
unavailable to accept a non-persistent invitation to join 
the conference call; and 
means for adding the first network station client to the 

conference call when the first network station client 
accepjbs the persistent invitation to join the conference 
call . 

12. The system of Claim 11, wherein said means for extending a 
persistent invit&tion to a first network station client to join a 
conference call tin response to a determination that the first network 
station client iis unavailable to accept a non-persistent invitation 
to join the conference call further includes: 

means for directing a token generator to issue the persistent 
invitation to the first network station client in 
response to user input to a second network station 
client . 



13 . Th. 
a persistent ir 
conference cal] 
station client 
to join the con 

means for 
cl:. 

14. The 
a persistent 
conference cal] 
station client 
to join the cor 

means foi 
not 



system of Claim 11, wherein said means for extending 
vitation to a first network station client to join a 

in response to a determination that the first network 
is unavailable to accept a non-persistent invitation 
ference call further includes: 

receiving a message that the first network station 
ent is busy. 

system of Claim 11, wherein said means for extending 
itation to a first network station client to join a 
in response to a determination that the first network 
is unavailable to accept a non-persistent invitation 
ference call further includes : 
determining that the first network station client is 
responding to the non-persistent invitation to join 
the| conference call within a specified time period. 
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15. The system /of Claim 11, wherein said means for extending 
a persistent invitation to a first network station client to join a 
conference call in response to a determination that the first network 
station client is unavailable to accept a non-persistent invitation 
to join the conference call further includes: 

means for sending to the first network station client a token 
having an least one field selected from the group 
comprising a token ID field, a conference ID field, a 
password! field, an expiration time field, and a 
conference call participant information field. 



16. The systiem of Claim 15, wherein said means for sending to 
the first network station client a token having at least one field 
selected from the group comprising a token ID field, a conference ID 
field, a password flleld, an expiration time field, and a conference 
call participant injf ormation field further includes : 

means for serjding to the first network station client a 

referer.ee used to retrieve state data where such state 
data functions as at least one field selected from the 
group Comprising a token ID field, a conference ID field, 
a password field, an expiration time field, and a 
conference call participant information field. 



17. The sy 
first network stat 



tern of Claim 11, wherein said means for adding the 
on client to the conference call when the first 



network station client accepts the persistent invitation to join the 



conference call f 



Eurther includes: 
means for detecting that the first network station client has 
returned a token to a token processor in indication that 
the first network station client has accepted the 
persiptent invitation to join the conference call. 

18. The system of Claim 11, further comprising: 
means for withdrawing the persistent invitation upon 
termitiation of the conference call, 
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1 19. The system of Claim 18, wherein said means for 

2 withdrawing the per/sistent invitation upon termination of the 

3 conference call furfther includes: 

4 means for notifying the first network station client that the 

5 conference call has been terminated. 

1 20. The system of Claim 19, wherein said means for notifying 

2 the first networM station client that the conference call has been 

3 terminated furthir includes: 

4 means for k multipoint controller notifying the first network 

5 statiion client that the conference call has been 

6 terminated. 

1 21. The! system of Claim 18, further comprising: 

2 signal bearing media bearing 

3 saip means for extending a persistent invitation to a 

4 j first network station client to join a conference 

5 J call in response to a determination that the first 

6 I network station client is unavailable to accept a 

7 I non-persistent invitation to join the conference 

8 call, 

9 said means for adding the first network station client to 

10 the conference call when the first network station 

11 client accepts the persistent invitation to join 

12 the conference call, and 

13 said means for withdrawing the persistent invitation upon 

14 termination of the conference call. 

1 22. Thi system of Claim 21, wherein said signal bearing media 

2 further comprises: 

3 recordable media. 

1 23. Th<l system of Claim 21, wherein said signal bearing media 

2 further comprises : 

4 3 transmission media. 
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24. A method for ^accepting an invitation to join an ongoing 
conference call, said met/hod comprising: 

receiving at an initially unavailable network station client a 

persistent ihvitation to join a conference call; and 
accepting the persistent invitation to join the conference call 
in response /to user input to a network station client 
selected frbm the group comprising the initially 
unavailable network station client and another network 
station client where the user has been authenticated. 
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25. The method of Claim 24, wherein said receiving at an 
initially unavailable /network station client a persistent invitation 
to join a conference tall further includes: 

receiving a toWen indicative of a persistent invitation to join 
the conference call, the token having at least one field 
selected/ from the group comprising a token ID field, a 
conference ID field, a password field, an expiration time 
field, and a conference call participant, information 
field; And 

presenting an alert that the persistent invitation to join the 
conference call has been received, in response to the 
token . 
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26. The metjhod of Claim 25, wherein said receiving a token 
indicative of a persistent invitation to join the conference call, 
the token having alt least one field selected from the group 
comprising a token! ID field, a conference ID field, a password field, 
an expiration time) field, and a conference call participant 

urther includes : 
reference used to retrieve state data where such 
data functions as at least one field selected from 
the gioup comprising a token ID field, a conference ID 
field, a password field, an expiration time field, and a 
conference call participant information field. 



information field 
receiving a 
state 



27. The m£ 
further comprises 
presenting k 
a Graoh 

on leo 

message 



thod of Claim 25, wherein said presenting an alert 

t least one visual alert from the group comprising 
ical User Interface icon, a conference call Camp- 
indicator, and a conference call Camp-On email 
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1 28. The method of dlaim 25, wherein said presenting an alert 

2 further comprises : / 

3 presenting an auditofiry alert selected from the group comprising 

4 a notification via a network station speaker, a voice- 

5 mail conference call Camp-On message, or a conference 

6 call Camp-On /pager notification. 

1 29. The method off: Claim 24, wherein said accepting the 

2 persistent invitation to join the conference call in response to user 

3 input to a network station client selected from the group comprising 

4 the initially unavailable network station client and another network 

5 station client where thp user has been authenticated further 

6 includes : / 

7 accepting user ilput indicating that the persistent invitation 

8 ■ to join thjb conference call has been accepted; and 

9 transmitting a ttoken to a multipoint controller as an 

10 indication that the persistent invitation 'to join the 

11 conferenci call has been accepted. 

1 30. The methok of Claim 29, wherein the token further 

2 includes : I 

3 . identification lof a transmitting user as a valid participant in 

4 the conference call. 

1 31. The methbd of Claim 29, wherein the token further 

2 includes : I 

3 at least one field selected from the group comprising a token 

4 ID field, a conference ID field, a password field, an 

5 expirat:.on time field, and a conference call participant 

6 information field. * 

1 32. The metiod of Claim 29, wherein the token further 

2 includes : 

3 a reference used to retrieve state data where such state data 

4 functions as at least one field selected from the group 

5 comprising a token ID field, a conference ID field, a 

6 password field, an expiration time field, and a 

7 conference call participant information field . 
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33. The method of Claim 29, wherein said transmitting a token 
to a multipoint controller as an indication that the invitation to 
join the conference call has been accepted further includes: 

retrieving the token from a cache. 

34. The method of Claim 33, wherein said retrieving the token 
from a cache further includes : 

retrieving the /token from a cache local to an invited network 
station dlient . 

35. The metnod of Claim 33, wherein said retrieving the token 
from a cache further includes : 

retrieving the token from a cache local to a network server. 



36. The medhod of Claim 24, wherein said accepting the 
persistent invitation to join the conference call in response to user 
input further inclides: 

withdrawing fin ability to accept the persistent invitation in 
responfse to a notification that the conference call has 
terminated . 



3 7 . The 
ability to accept 
notification that 
includes : 

wi thdr awing 
to jo 

3 8 . The 
ability to accept 
notification that 
includes : 

withdrawing 



respons 



that 



thod of Claim 36, wherein said withdrawing an 
the persistent invitation in response to a 
the conference call has terminated further 

a presented notice that the persistent invitation 
n the conference call has been extended. 

thod of Claim 36, wherein said withdrawing an 
the persistent invitation in response to a 
the conference call has terminated further 



the ability to accept the persistent invitation in 
e to a notification from a multipoint controller 
the conference call has terminated. 
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39 . A system for/ accepting an invitation to join an ongoing 



conference call, said svstem comprising: 



means for receiving at an initially unavailable network station 
client a persistent invitation to join a conference call; 
and / 

means for accepting the persistent invitation to join the 

conference call in response to user input to a network 
station c/lient selected from the group comprising the 
initially unavailable network station client and another 
network fetation client where the user has been 
authenticated . 

40. The system of Claim 39, wherein said means for receiving 



at an initially unavailable network station client a persistent 
invitation to join /a conference call further includes: 

means for receiving a token indicative of a persistent 

invitation to join the conference call, the token having 
at least one field selected from the group comprising a 
token /ID field, a conference ID field, a password field, 
an expiration time field, and a conference call 
participant information field; and 
means for presenting an alert that the persistent invitation to 
join (the conference call has been received, in response 
to tie token . 

41. The system of Claim 40, wherein said means for receiving 
a token indicative of a persistent invitation to j oin the conference 
call, the token having at least one field selected from the group 
comprising a tokfen ID field, a conference ID field, a password field, 
an expiration tijne field, and a conference call participant 
information field further includes: 



means for [receiving a reference used to retrieve state data 
wherje such state data functions as at least one field 
selejcted from the group comprising a token ID field, a 
conference ID field, a password field, an expiration time 
fielld, and a conference call participant information 
f ieJd. 
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1 42. The system /of Claim 40, wherein said means for presenting 

2 an alert further comprises: 

3 . means for presenting at least one visual alert from the group 

4 comprising a Graphical User Interface icon, a conference 

5 call Campf-On LED indicator, and a conference call Camp-On 

6 email mes/sage . 

1 43. The system of Claim 40, wherein said means for presenting 

2 an alert further coirfprises : 

3 means for presenting an auditory alert selected from the group 

4 comprising a notification via a network station speaker, 

5 a voice-mail conference call Camp-On message, or a 

6 conference call Camp-On pager notification. 
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44. The system of Claim 39, wherein said means for accepting 
the persistent invitation to join the conference call in response to 
user input to a network station client selected from the group 
comprising the initially unavailable network station client and 
another network sjtation client where the user has been authenticated 
further includes: 

means for e/ccepting user input indicating that the persistent 

invitation to join the conference call has been accepted; 



and 

means for 



transmitting a token to a multipoint controller as an 



indication that the persistent invitation to join the 



conf 



The 



srence call has been accepted. 



45. 

includes : 

identif icajt 
the 



system of Claim 44, wherein the token further 



46. The 
includes : 

at least < 
ID : 
exp: 
inj 



ion of a transmitting user as a valid participant in 
onf erence call . 



system of Claim 44, wherein the token further 

e field selected from the group comprising a token 
eld, a conference ID field, a password field, an 
ation time field, and a conference call participant 
formation field. 
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1 47. The syspem of Claim 44 , wherein the token further 

2 includes : 

3 a reference lised to retrieve state data where such state data 

4 functions as at least one field selected from the group 

5 comprising a token ID field, a conference ID field, a 

6 password field, an expiration time field, and a 

7 conference call participant information field . 

1 The system of Claim 44, wherein said means for 

2 transmitting a token to a multipoint controller as an indication that 

3 the invitation to/ join the conference call has been accepted further 

4 includes : 

5 means for Retrieving the token from a cache. 
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49. The [system of Claim 48, wherein said means for retrieving 
the token from aj cache further includes : 



means for 



network station client. 



5 0 . The 
the token from 
means for 
s 

5 1 . The 
the persistent 
user input furt 
means for 
invtL 
con 



retrieving the token from a cache local to an invited 



system of Claim 48, wherein said means for retrieving 

cache further includes: 
retrieving the token from a cache local to a network 
r . 

system of Claim 39, wherein said means for accepting 
invitation to join the conference call in response to 
her includes : 
withdrawing an ability to accept the persistent 
tation in response to a notification that the 
Eerence call has terminated. 



no 



52. The 
withdrawing an 
response to a 
further include, 

means for 
inv 



system of Claim 51, wherein said means for 
ability to accept the persistent invitation in 
tification that the conference call has terminated 



withdrawing a presented notice that the persistent 
tation to join the conference call has been extended. 
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53. The systein of Claim 51, wherein said means for 
withdrawing an abilitfy to accept the persistent invitation in 
response to a notification that the conference call has terminated 
further includes : 

means for withdrawing the ability to accept the persistent 
invitation in response to a notification from a 
multipo/int controller that the conference call has 
terminated . 
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54. The system of Claim 39, further comprising: 
signal bearing media bearing 

said pneans for receiving at an initially unavailable 

network station client a persistent invitation to 
join a conference call, and 
saidj means for accepting the persistent invitation to 

join the conference call in response to user input 
to a network station client selected from the group 
comprising the initially unavailable network 
station client and another network station client 
where the user has been authenticated . 
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55. The! system of Claim 54, wherein said signal bearing media 
further includes : 

recordable media. 



56. Tho 
further include; 
transmis 



system of Claim 54, wherein said signal bearing media 
s : 

ion media. 
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